on tne site or tne ancient Menem. Justin was an ardent controversialist, a man of rather weak head, but of an excellent heart as well as of considerable learning, and the first doctor of the Church properly so called. He was full of ideas which would, when Christianity was fully developed, have been treated as heresies, but on the whole a useful advocate, chiefly, perhaps, because he attached so much importance to the writings of the old Greek philosophers, considering Socrates and the rest as precursors of Jesus, partially enlightened by the divine Logos, whose light shone forth for the first time entirely and finally in him. This way of looking at the works of the philosophers had no doubt a conciliatory effect on many minds, though it is much to be doubted whether, if they read it, Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius were not more estranged by the weakness and follies of the Apology which he addressed to them, than impressed by its wiser and better portions.
The twenty-third chapter records the martyrdom of Polycarp, at Smyrna, and brings on the scene his young disciple Irenaeus. That familiar narrative leads on to the establishment of Christianity in Gaul, which appears to have been brought about by followers of the new religion,